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DAVY CROCKETT AND CHILDREN,S SPACE IO9

ffiftf commentators viewed television courd also describe the
m elryision. Did the television Western help keep children

qnilfrt tre frame of the screen or did it open young viewers to a
ies beyond parental control?

WillBeTeleuised

ffi Disney had become the upholder of the traditional American
frrhis creation offilms thathelped preserve a child,s innocence.
the medium oftelevision in 1954 with the aptly titled Disnegland.,

ilgturily enterrainment (emphasized in the early evening scheduling on
, when all the family could watch together). Although Disney

his use oftelevision as a cross-promotional tool to advertise
ing features and about-to-open tieme park in Anaheim, California

Af,C helped finance in order to get Disney to sign), both adults and
eniryed it-making it the first ABC series to break into the Nielsen

twenty.
&devision series was structured like-the park-to-be, eachweekdevoted totlre rious sections of walt's Magic Kingdom (more on this shortly).

qrisode on Fronrierland began a three-part chronicle of the legend of
Cmcketl On December 15, 1954,,,Davy Crockett, Indian Fighter,, was

A few weeks lateE on lautary 26, 1955, t}re series presented ,,Davy
Goes to Congress." The story concluded (or so everyone thought) on
23, 1955, with "Davy Crockett at the Alamo," in which Dary (Fess

valiantly fought for Texan independence, the srory fading to a Texas
fl"ppiog in the breeze to spare viewers Davy's death at the hands of the

D[crir:nArmy.
rte episodes display a conscious engagement ofthe younger viewer, and

dhough parents Iauded Disney as the "keeper of the flame', of family values,
&ere is a marked portrayal of crocken as a person who values fun over work
:rnd independence over aurhority. Davy and his friend George Russen (Buddy
[b6en) are introduced in the first episode offin the woods rather than at their
Flsts as scouts for the united states Army in the war of rgrz. The lieutenant
rto has been sent to find and drag them back to camp discovers Davy trying to*gin" a bear to death. Later on, Davy and George treat an Indian attack on the
army as if it were a big game. When Davy decides that he can't ,,play,, soldier
anymore' he disregards any attempts at disciplinary action by the army and
simply leaves. still later, when Davy goes to congress, he ends up quitting his
position (and the srufi, clothes he has to wear) and heads offto the Alamo,
where things look more lively.


